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No encouragement was offered Thursday to those believing in visitors from outer 
space, when Dr. William Markowitz addressed an audience of 150 at the University of 
Montana.
"The continued search for extraterrestrial visitors is as futile as past searches 
for the philosopher’s stone, the elixir of life, squaring the circle and perpetual 
motion," stated Dr. Markowitz.
"The belief in the extraterrestrial hypothesis at academic levels forms a bizarre 
chapter in the history of science," he continued.
Dr. Markowitz's Sigma Xi lecture, entitled "UFO-mania: A Chapter in the History
of Science," explained why unidentified flying objects are not spacecraft under extra­
terrestrial control. Dr. Markowitz, who is professor of physics at Marquette Univer­
sity, based his reasoning on two factors: the laws of physics and the lack of posi­
tive evidence.
He said that if an extraterrestrial craft could visit the earth it would have to 
be vastly different from anything previously reported because of considerations of 
size and radioactive emissions.
Dr. Markowitz explained that even from the nearest star, an extraterrestrial 
ship would have to travel 100 million times the distance that our Apollo astronauts 
had to go to reach the moon.
more
SPEAKER OFFERS NO ENCOURAGEMENT--PAGE 2
Even the foremost supporter at the university level of the extraterrestrial hy­
pothesis, Dr. Markowitz noted, has said that we would like to have "a tail fin, a 
jettisoned motor, a crashed UFO, good photographs, etc.," but such positive evidence 
does not seem to exist despite stories to the contrary.
The latest and most conclusive of several U.S. government sponsored studies is 
that of the Condon panel, which published its findings in January 1969. The Condon 
Report concluded that UFO's are not extraterrestrial and are not a threat to U.S, 
security.
"The investigations concerning UFO's have continued because of pressures placed 
upon Congress by those who accept the extraterrestrial hypothesis," explained Dr. 
Markowitz. The failure to produce positive evidence has resulted in a decline of 
interest, even among amateur UFO groups. Recently, one group had to drop five of 
its nine-member paid staff, Dr. Markowitz noted.
Dr. Markowitz received his doctorate in astronomy in 1931 from the University 
of Chicago. In 1936, he joined the U.S. Naval Observatory, and served as the 
Director of the Time Service Division from 1953 to 1966. He joined the faculty at 
Marquette in 1966.
In 1967, Dr. Markowitz received both the U.S. Navy's Conrad gold medal and Dis­
tinguished Civilian Service Award. He was named Wehr Distinguished professor of 
physics at Marquette in 1968. Dr. Markowtiz has carried out precise timing experi­
ments with satellites and is a consultant to NASA.
